URUGUAY AND PARAGUAY
URUGUAY, the smallest of the South American States
was no exception to the common rule. Manuel Oribe,
in 1835, and subsequently Pereira, or Barnardo Berro.
were true dictators, as also were Flores and Elluari aftei
them. Unhappily for the country, none of them was
strong enough to maintain order for any length of time,
in face of warring factions and conflicts with foreign
powers.
To begin with, Paraguay looked like being an excep-
tion. Right down to 1865, this ancient and very extra-
ordinary creation of the Jesuits lived on in profound
peace, totally indifferent to the political passions by
which other nations were torn and distracted. It was
governed, it must be confessed, by a strange creature,
one Francia, who, in 1814, had been elected its supreme
and perpetual dictator.
Francia's dearest aim seems to have been to isolate
Paraguay from the rest of the world. Any traveller who
set foot within its borders was flung into prison. There
was once a botanist who spent ten long years in a dun-
geon there.
Francia was a man fairly well on in years (he was then
fifty-nine). He was highly educated and had once had
serious thoughts of entering the priesthood. Free with
his own money, but very careful of the State's, he had
small love for the Church, to which he had once so
nearly belonged. Nevertheless, it was from the Church
154